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The Palni Hills, including Kodaikanal and the surrounding villages, is very
special for the Western Ghats, with its own distinctive flora and fauna. The
climate of the area is as effective a barrier to the species’ migration as the
waters of the ocean are to an island. These hills are, therefore, known as an
‘island in the sky’.
The book describes the early history of the establishment of the city of
Kodaikanal. It also gives in detail the history of the heritage buildings in
Kodaikanal. The ground-hugging elevations of the old buildings blend
beautifully with the hill landscape, and have nature-friendly architecture. The
book takes the reader through the flora and fauna of the hills in great detail.
The book allows the reader to discover Kodaikanal and its environs by going
on ‘heritage walks’ that cover the built-up and natural heritage of the town. It
will also be useful as a guide to tourists visiting the hill station.
• This book describes the natural and built up heritage of
Kodaikanal. The graphic descriptions transport the reader directly
to Kodaikanal and its past glory and history.
• Western Ghats of which the Palni Hills forms a part, has been
included in the list of world Heritage site by UNESCO in 2012
• This book on Kodaikanal’s heritage structures and their history is
a guide to Kodaikanal’s nearly 200-year old history
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Pradeep Chakravarthy has spent most
of his summers in Kodaikanal. He lives in
Chennai, India, and is now a part time resident
of Kodaikanal.
Anil Choudhry moved to Kodaikanal in
2006 and has since been actively involved in
efforts to preserve its heritage.
Jayashree Kumar is a professional editor
who spent all her childhood summers in
Kodaikanal, to where she moved in 1986 to
make it her home.
Girija Viraraghavan has lived in Kodaikanal
since 1980 and is actively associated in
preserving and conserving its heritage and
environment.

