
From sipping Campa-Cola to buying only half a loaf of bread, from 
TV serials like Hum Log to the phenomenon of Tendulkar, Tempest 
on River Silent takes you on a nostalgic and exhilarating journey 
through India’s transformative decades.

Devavratt and his friends navigate the rapidly changing landscape 
of their homeland, moving from the bustling school and college 
corridors of the 70s and 80s to the dynamic corporate offices of 
the 21st century. Their dreams and challenges unfold against the 
backdrop of a modernizing India. Through heartfelt conversations 
and spirited debates, playful pranks and nostalgic reunions, the 
characters delve into nationalism, cultural pride, social-economic 
changes in India, love, friendship and spirituality.

Will Dev’s life remain a silent river or will the tempest of change 
cause turbulence; will he find harmony amidst the turmoil or  
fail to cope?
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Sandeep Khanna, an alumnus of Faculty of 
Management Studies and Shri Ram College of 
Commerce, University of Delhi, has held several 
leadership positions in India and abroad while working 
with reputable MNCs for three decades. The author 
currently lives in Delhi- NCR. His interests are in 

sports, poetry, history and travelling.

During his extensive travels—discovering the fascinating socio-cultural 
diversity of Bharat and the world, as well as the similarities at a human 
level—the idea of this book came to him. He and his friends would often 
discuss: ‘the change we have experienced in India in our lifetime has been 
breathtaking.’ Tempest on River Silent celebrates this change while peeping 
into the enthralling diversity of India and the world through anecdotes 
and stories.

Captures the essence of India’s cultural 
and economic transformation from the 

70s to the 21st century.

A nostalgic dive into the everyday 
moments that shaped a generation—

from iconic TV serials  
to cricketing legends.

Explores timeless themes of love, 
friendship, and self-discovery amidst 

societal change.

Offers an intimate portrayal of the 
Indian middle class navigating 

modernization and globalization.

A narrative that resonates with 
readers familiar with India’s post-

independence journey and those 
discovering it anew
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Friendship, Love, and Identity in the Tide of  
a Nation’s Transformation

Tempest on River Silent
A Story of Last 50 Years of India
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‘Making observations on the past is perhaps a lot 
more difficult than commenting about it. I enjoyed 

the observations made through the characters in the 
book about the last 50 years of  India. I am sure you will 

enjoy it too.’
PIYUSH PANDEY

Author and Chief  Advisor, Ogilvy India

‘Sandeep Khanna has written affectionately on 
friendship and camaraderie, and at the same time 

recorded social and political evolution of  India over 
half  a century.’

NAVTEJ SARNA  
Former Indian Ambassador to USA  

and High Commissioner to UK 

‘Sandeep Khanna adroitly uses his protagonists 
to delight the reader with insightful anecdotes, 

illuminating India’s evolution over recent decades. 
His affectionate take on British life adds extra spice 
for those who know the UK. Bravo! A must-read for 

Indians and Indophiles.’
MARK RUNACRES  

Former British Deputy High Commissioner to India 
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A sight I recurrently saw while growing up, particularly 
north of the Vindhyas, was three men standing at the local 

paanwallah shop with a cigarette held in their fingers, 
scratching their crotch, extending a limp hand to greet 

their acquaintance and withdrawing it even before it could 
be clasped, and declaring the most shocking bogus fact 

about high politics, films or cricket with absolute certainty.

…the posteriors of thousands of autos and trucks plying 
in north India implore the vehicle behind to Horn Please, 
wish them OK Tata, and kindly inform that the eminent 
driver in front of them is driving an automobile that is 

Bobby thei Neetu thei Sweety di gaddi!
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