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Art... the mirror to the soul

‘Artis alie that enables us to realize truth, at least the truth
given to us to understand—said the Spanish painter
and sculptor, Pablo Picasso, in an interview in 1923 to a
New York City periodical. Picasso was speaking of the
artist’s skill in convincing the viewer of the truthfulness
of his creation. Well, artist or not, it does not take much
to realize the importance of art in life.

Today, despite the availability of various social media
platforms and accessibility to ‘reality’ at our fingertips,
one of the greatest challenges that we face is that we are
often left untouched by the world around us. We feel
disconnected from the global community, the larger us.
Constant accessibility to facts and figures can become
overwhelming at times, too real for one to take in, but
this is where art can make a difference.

‘Art enables us to find ourselves and
lose ourselves at the same time.’
— Thomas Merton, No Man is an Island

Art does not show people what
to do; yet engaging with a good
work of art can connect us to our
senses, to our body, mind, and
soul. It can make the world fe/r.
And so, for this edition of the
Reading Corner, we have chosen
a painting which highlights
the celebration of Tij, which is
celebrated during the onset of
the monsoons.

The Thakurani Tij festival on the third day of
the bright half of the month Shravan (July-
August) in the rainy season is a festival once
celebrated with great ceremony by the women
of princely houses of Rajasthan. It is dedicated
to the Goddess under her various guises. In
Nathdwara, the image of Shrinathji (or a
proxy) is placed in a swing studded with
mirrors and ceremoniously swung. Here,
in our painting, one of the other svarups,
apparently Vitthalnathji, is in the swing
with his consort Rukmini placed beside
him. Cushions and bolsters are placed
them. 'The

engaged in the ceremony are named

around two Goswamis
as Gopeshvarji, elderly and with grey
hair pulled back and tied severely,
who holds the swing, and Kalyanray
Narasinghji, with shaved crown, or
perhaps bald, and long loose hair,
who holds the morchhal. | |
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in a diaper pattern hangs

the textiles hanging beneath the swing.

dimensional space for the swing.

Indian Miniatures in TAPI Collection by J.P. Losty

Travel Writing in India

In literary studies, there is now an increasing
awareness that travel writing constitutes important
documents of culture that need to be analyzed and
decoded. Travellers not only describe physical contours
of places they see and record ethnographic details of
people they encounter, they also reveal a great deal about
themselves, their attitude, prejudices, and unspoken
assumptions. While their own social and experiential
backgrounds determine the angle of vision, the existing
literary conventions of the genre also condition their
narrative. Travel writing can no longer be seen as a
transparent reflection of reality of the regions visited. It
is as much a construction or interpretation as any other
textual representation.

The idea of travel has always fascinated Indians as is
evident from the account of places and people in our
tolk narratives, epics, chronicles, and plays. We can trace
such elements of travelogue in the fictional accounts
of the digvijayas in the Mahabharata, panoramic
description of people and places in Kalidasa’s Meghdut
and other Sandeshakabyas, in the descriptions of holy
places like in Namdevas Tirthayatra in Marathi, in
Vidyapati’s 14th century Sanskrit work—Bhuparikrama,
in 18th century Asamiya work—77ripura Buranji by
Ratna Kandali, and others. The last named working
is especially interesting, where envoys of King Rudra
Sinha (1696 — 1714) of Assam were sent to the court of
Ratnamanikya, the king of Tripura, to seek support for
the proposed invasion of Bengal in 1714. These envoys
who went on foot along with escorts to Tripura through

Cachar and the foothills of Mizoram have carefully
recorded in the racy style of mediaeval chronicles,
the landscape, habits, dresses, manners and beliefs
of the people, deitis and temples en route, and the
intrigues for the throne, within the court of Tripura.

In Indian English Literarature, we have internal
celebrities, like Pico Iyer, I. Allen Sealy, Desmond Doig,
Amitav Ghosh, and others. It would be fascinating to
particularly map the travel writings of Amitav Ghosh,
like In an Antique Land, Dancing in Cambodia, and The
Imam and the Indian. They are like snapshots of the
same subject from different angles, which may be read
sequentially or shuffled about. But let me not dwell
much on the well-known ones. Let me tell the readers
about a couple of early travel writings in English. One
of them is G. Parameshwaram Pillai’s London and Paris
through Indian Spectacles. ‘GP’, as he was popularly
known, earned a formidable reputation as a political
activist, journalist, and writer. In 1897, he visited
England during the Diamond Jubilee celebration of
Queen Victoria. During this trip, he contributed to
the Madras Standard, a series of lively literary sketches
of what he saw there. They were later collected in the
above book and immediately translated into French,
Tamil, and Malayalam. Its enduring popularity can be
gauged from the fact that after umpteen editions, the
book is now being offered online by the well-known
British publisher, Adam Matthew Publications Ltd.
The other archival item I would like to mention is a
travel memoir called The Wonders of Vilayat, originally

behind the swing, and this pattern, is repeated in

The interesting and unusual asymmetrical
shape of the painting seems to create a three-

* Extracted from the forthcoming title Court & Courtship:

written in Persian in 1784 by Mirza Sheikh
I'tesamuddin and recently translated into English by
Kaiser Haq. I'tesamuddin travelled to Britain in 1765-
66 and wrote his memoirs 18 years later in Persian,
then the language of the Indian ruling elite. What
makes the book important is that he wrote the book
not from the perspective of an immigrant, like Raja
Rammohan Roy or Dean Mohammed who must
adapt to survive, but rather of a passing visitor who
needs make no concessions whatsoever.

In our bhasa literatures, we have Akademi Award-
winning travel writers, like Annadashankar Roy
(Bengali) and Bholabhai Patel (Gujarati) and
others. But I would like to end by briefly touching

Bibhutubhushan
Bandopadhyay, whose geographical imaginations and

upon another Bengali writer,
imaginary geography is a unique phenomenon. How
did he respond to several fundamentals of the Romantic
Project of travel? His phenomenal devices were the
fertility of unprogrammed and nonchalant itineraries,
the suggestive magic of distance and wilderness, the
excitement of tactile engagement and the equation of
strangeness with authenticity. All these are charmingly
evident in his juvenile masterpiece, Chander Pahar (The

Mountain of the Moon).

Nirmal Kanti Bhattacharjee
Editorial Director, Niyogi Books




“There was nowhere to go but everywhere, so just

keep on rolling under the stars.’
— Jack Kerouac, On the Road

o travel is to make a journey, as Carl Thompson said, which could

be epic in scale, taking the traveller to the other side of the world or

across a continent, or up a mountain, or one could simply set foot

the house, even to the nearest café.

' beyond one’s door and encounter the otherness. However, in the wake of the

current pandemic across the globe, it has become difficult even to step out of

| ig Here’s something to lift the mood—books! They have a way to make you homesick for

a place you have never been to. Now, more than ever, when the world is in a stasis, wanderlusts

can get their fix of travel and adventure from the comfort of their sofas or book nooks, with a cup
of coffee in hand and stars in the sky.

Here is a treasure trove of books with which you can float with the Ganga, or dive into the depths

of a step well, or safari into a National Park in any part of the country, or even fly off to Bhutan, and

satiate the wanderlust in you!

LADAKH

A WANDERER'S SPECTACLE

NARARLUN BHATTA

Ladakh!'The name conjures up images of
arid terrains, jagged peaks, and pristine
lakes. Ladakh has been accorded an
almost mythical status by the people
who know of it, which is sometimes
also referred to as Shangri-La.

In Ladakh: A Wanderers Spectacle, the
author has captured the various hues
and topographical nuances of Ladakh’s
alluring and awe-inspiring landscapes.
Splendid compositions and panoramas
take the reader on a visual experience
akin to being transported to the ‘land of
high passes’ that is Ladakh.

i Baolis-
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Fosewoed by Sohail Hashmi

Delhi Heritage Top 10 Baolis delves
into the fascinating history and the
significance of the forgotten &aolis in
and around Delhi. It is an informative
handbook, useful for visitors looking to
explore these hidden architectural gems
in the city. Details of locations, distance,
and commute have also been provided
for each of the daolis.

Did you know, Bhutanese manners dictate
that you are to refuse food whenever it’s
offered to you? The tradition is to say
the words ‘meshu meshu’ and cover your
mouth with your hands. You can give in,
though, after two or three offers.

The Unexplored Kingdom reveals the
diverse facets of ‘the Liand of the Thunder
Dragon’ and records knowledge of the
folk-life of Bhutan, preserving them for

researchers and future generations.

GANGA

AN ENDLESS JOURNEY

CHANCHAL KUMAR GHOSH
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Beautifully illustrated, Ganga, An Endless
Journey, gives a glimpse of the river that
forms the cradle of the Indian civilization.

From the source of the river at Gaumukh
in the Himalayas to the confluence at
Gangasagar, the author has covered the
length of the 2,500-km river during his

epic journey across India.
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Hidden away in the remote village of
Lepakshi in Andhra Pradesh, is one
of the most spectacular Vijayanagara
that,
monuments of the 16th century, has

temples unlike many other

remained miraculously intact.

While Lepakshi (the temple) has
long been recognized, particularly for
its unique series of ceiling paintings,
Lepakshi: Architecture, Sculpture,
Painting, authored by eminent scholars,
is the first to provide the monument
with a comprehensive description.

A journey through history

GARRY WEARE

Ringed by snow-capped peaks, Kashmir
has drawn pilgrims, Sufis, armies,
traders, travellers, and adventurers
over the centuries. The place has also
managed to attract central attention
during various periods of history, since
before the Mughal reign, to the British
Raj, to 1947, and even to the present day

(in particular reference to Article 370).

An ideal pick for both the armchair
traveller and the history buft, this book
traces Kashmir’s journey—an odyssey
that continues to inspire even today.
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Many wild animals and birds are facing
the threat of extinction. Among 19
kinds of primates, 12 are endangered,
of which the most critical is the Lion-
tailed Monkey.

Wild Wonders of India ofters a
tour through India’s many-
splendoured forests, their
wildlife specialities, and
India’s precious national
parks, wildlife sanctuaries

and tiger reserves—all the while

tackling more serious matters such

as the rapidly growing list of £

India’s endangered wildlifef. i
species.




1. 1

UG

e

Zanskar to Ziro: No Stilettos in the Himalayas
by Sohini Sen is a travelogue about two

Zanskar to Ziro
LT

Ne Stilettos in the Hinulaya:

women’s decade-long love affair with the
Himalayas. Their 10,000-km trail stretches
from the remote Zanskar Valley in Ladakh
through Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Nepal, Sikkim, Bengal, and Bhutan to Ziro
in Arunachal Pradesh. It is the ‘female gaze’

e
BOOKS

JOANNE TAYLOR

THE

CHURCHES

OF INDIA

o | city and discovered some of the darkest

¥ The Snow Leopard

The Sacred Sorrow of Sparrows by
Siddharth Dasgupta is a collection of
short stories, which is universal in canvas
and yet decidedly ethnic in fabric. In
examining the lives of an Afghan baker, a
Parsi exile, a north Indian qawwali singer,
and a Lebanese mystic, amongst several
others, this travel narrative moves through
cities such as Lucknow, Poona, Bombay,
Dubai, Tokyo, Istanbul, and Isfahan in
an unusual format, not often explored

in fiction.

that sets this book apart.

The reader can practically travel with the
author to places not found on the regular
tourist map and experience the glory of the
Himalayas and the genteel, cultured way of
life of the hill folk.

HEMENDRA KUMAR ROY

3% -"!
CALCUTTA
NIGRTS

ajat Chaudhuri

The book is a tribute to all the flaneurs
of the world, who have reclaimed the
city streets.

Back in the time, in colonial Calcutta,
well-known writer Hemendrakumar

Roy roamed the mean streets of the

secrets of erstwhile Calcutta.

4 Photographed at Hemis National Park.

of
Kuldhara

Kuldhara is a village in the desert of
Rajasthan, perched at the edge of time.
Cursed and abandoned nearly two
hundred years ago, it lies dreaming of
its vibrant past when the streets echoed
with Jaughter and the fields swayed green
and gold. One wonders, did history
really happen here? Pick your copy of
The Legend of Kuldhara to learn about
the real people there, their triumphs
and tragedies—a tale that begins there,
where history has no more answers...
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DIARY

RAMJITA BISWAS

Drawing on the riveting anecdotes of a
solo Indian woman traveller, Notes from
a Spanish Diary is a personal account
of discovering the aura and flavour of
Spain. Munching on the local cuisine
and rambling along the lanes of Spanish
history and culture, Ranjita Biswas has
unfolded her indomitable experiences
of travelling beyond her comfort zone,
making this book an excellent choice for

a tourist as well as an armchair traveller.

Statue of King Phillip IIT at Plaza Mayor, Madrid

Joanne Taylor’s first visit to India in
1971 left an indelible impression on her.
An accomplished traveller, writer, and
photographer—her book takes the reader
on a fascinating journey through India to
discover the history and architecture of
the country’s Christian churches.

The Churches of India, complemented
by over 300 photographs, is the most
comprehensive work on India’s churches
to date. This title is one of our youngest
bestsellers.
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The Family Saga is the unravelling of a
family from the pages of history, one
which traces Partition and flies into the
modern times across global borders. It
is the story of Ram Lal Khanna, a self-
made man, who built up his business in

one generation.

One
torched, and their teenage daughter was
reduced to ashes. Within weeks, they

were driven across the border and given

evening, their mansion was

shelter in the Purana Qila refugee camp
in Delhi. They began to build life brick
by brick again.

From Lahore to Delhi, from Amritsar
to Berkeley, the Khannas have become
an embodiment of the Indians who
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Set in 16th century India, this is the
true story of the young sultan, Baz
Bahadur, and the beautiful peasant girl,
Roopmati, who come together over
their common love for classical music.
He is a man who can have any woman,
and she a woman too proud to ever be
part of his harem.

But night after night, as they sing
together in the enchanting world of
Mandu, the fortress city lit up with
lanterns and throbbing to the beat of
ghungroos and tablas, a magic begins to
happen. Baz and Roopmati fall in love.
Alas, far away, in Agra, the Mughal
Akbar, is

campaigns and Mandu has been pinned

Emperor,

planning his

on his map as a kingdom to be captured.

PAINTING IN THE

KANG Rf-‘:"v’r-\ 1LILEY
VIJAY SHARMA

f by | P LENTY

Painting in the Kangra Valley presents
the painting styles of Guler and Kangra,
which flourished in the 18th and 19th
centuries, under the royal patronages
of Raja Dalip Singh (1695-1741) of
Guler and Maharaja Sansar Chand
(1776-1823).

Influenced by the Bhakti movement,
the artists developed a preference for
Krishna as a theme and the sentiment
of love as the main subject of the Guler-
Kangra paintings.

Vijay Sharma’s analytical approach
gives new insights into the origin and
development of the Guler school and
the marked influence of later Mughal
painting on the style of Manak and
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On the Trail of Buddhais a unique sojourn
in search of the spiritual, philosophical,
and cultural linkages that bind India to
the East Asian civilizations. From the
wandering monks of Asia to the

temples and monasteries

theyvisited; from the statues
and frescoes in grottoes
to those in the museums;
from the diverse ethnicities of
the people to their common
gods and goddesses—the
book explores ‘ancient India,
beautifully preserved in
the traditions, art, and
architecture of China, as
also in Mongolia, Korea,

and Japan, to where it

struggled, shaped up, and established a Wil Baz be able to protect his capital Nainsukh. This book is, therefore, a spread from China.
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being like a writing desk, were a reflection on the increasing abstraction

When the first baby laughed for the first time, its laugh broke into a

thousand pieces, and they all went skipping about, and that was the that was going on in mathematics in the 19th century. Did you know,

—]J.M. Barrie, Peter Pan

Peter Pan was originally conceived as a play, the first stage version of which

beg inning fo airies.’ opened in the Duke of York’s Theatre, London, in 1904?

Make many more such interesting discoveries from our new collection of

oral tradition since before publishing existed. Did you know, Robinson  children’s classics. Each edition includes timelines of the author’s life and original

C hildren’s literature can be traced back to stories and songs, part of a broader

Crusoe was one of the first novels in English literature? Fun fact: the riddles year of publication that provide the literary, historical, and cultural context of the

in Alice in Wonderland, for instance, the one like Mad Hatter asks Alice about a raven book. Take a look, pick one, and start reading!
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Book discussion:

Land Lust at 11C,

New Delhi.

L-R: Nirmal Kanti

Bhattacahrjee, Anvita |
Abbi, Sukrita Paul
Kumar (Editor), Vandana
R Singh (Editor) and
Chandana Mitra

Book launch: Morarji
Desai: A Profile in Courage
at IIC, New Delhi.

L-R: Bikash D Niyogi,
Arvindar Singh (Author),
Soli Sorabjee, Sir Mark [
Tully and Rahul Singh

. National History

Book launch: Article 370 at World
| Book Fair 2020, Pragati Maidan.
L-R: Umair Ahmed, Trisha De
Niyogi, Nishtha Gautam, Sumit Dutt
= Majumder (Author), TCA Raghavan
& Jayanta Ray Chaudhuri

" ‘;‘ 1

Book launch: Birds
in Paradise presented

by Ghana Keoladeo

Society at Bharatpur
with author Sunayan
Sharma standing third
from the right

Book launch: 4 day in the
life of Mangal Taram at
Press Corner, Kolkata
International Book Fair.
L-R: Yashodhara Ray
Chaudhuri, Anita Agnihotri '
(Author), Someswar
Bhowmik and Nirmal

Kanti Bhattacharjee

Book launch: Time to
Say Goodbye at Oxford
Bookstore, New Delhi.
L-R: Ajay Jain, Arti
Jain, Trisha De Niyogi,
'Alopi Latukefu, Barbara
Carmichael (Author)
and Alka Kaushik

M

Krishna Bose (26 December 1930 —22 February
2020) was a noted educationist, social reformer,
and one of the most respected politicians of

West Bengal.

A well-known scholar and writer, Krishna
Bose was the author of a number of critically
acclaimed books. She and her husband were
close friends of Emilie Schenkl, Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose’s wife, and in Emilie and Subbhas,
the author chronicled one of the least-known
aspects of the leader’s life—his relationship with
Emilie. Lost Addresses is Krishna’s story of her
childhood, adolescence, and young adulthood. It

IN REMEMBRANCE

vividly describes Kolkata, Bengal, and India in
the 1930s and 1940s and the early years after
Independence.

The world of letters is left poorer by Krishna
Bose’s demise. We extend our condolences to her
tamily and pay tribute to this significant writer,
whose works we have been honoured to publish.

Giriraj Kishore (8 July 1937-9 February 2020)
was an eminent Indian writer and recipient of the
Padma Shri (2007), Vyas Samman (2000), and
Sahitya Bhushan Award (1992).

His award-winning work Pahla Girmitiya (2007)
for which he received the Padma Shri, was
published in English translation as 7be Girmitiya
Saga. It depicts the journey of Gandhi as a young
lawyer in South Africa, fighting on behalf of
indentured labourers (girmitiya). Another of his
important works, Baa (Kasturba Gandhi—a bio
Jrction), highlights her contribution in Gandhi’s
life and recognizes her personal sacrifices and
strength of conviction as the first Indian woman
who voluntarily faced a jail sentence on foreign
soil—in South Africa—in her fight for the basic

rights for Indian women.

We pay tribute to this prolific writer and a true
Gandhian, whose works we have been honoured
to publish.
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PIGHEERING Book launch:

Pioneering Parsees of
¥y Calcutta at Olpadvala
Memorial Hall, Kolkata.

Tankariwala, Bachi
Karkaria, Aveek Sarkar
and Prochy N Mehta
(Author)

Book launch: Flower Shower: Culture of Flowers in India
at Lalit Hotel, New Delhi.

L-R: Aarti Uppal Singla, Puja Kshatriya, Bulbul Sharma,
Dr Jyotsna Suri, Shovana Narayan, Alka Pandey (Author)
and Trisha De Niyogi
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